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FMCSA To Increase Random Drug Test Rate To 50% for 2020 
 

By Attorney Joe Pappalardo 
 
According to a Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration document that was published in the 
Federal Register today, December 27th, 2019, the FMCSA will be increasing the minimum annual 
percentage rate for random drug testing. The current rate of 25% will be raised to 50% and the 
change will go into effect on January 1, 2020. The higher percentage means that 2.1 million random 
tests will need to be conducted in 2020, a significant increase from the 1.05 million random 
controlled substances tests that were required at the rate of 25% of all driving positions. 
 
“This change reflects the increased positive test rate and will result in an estimated $50 to $70 
million increase in costs to the industry by requiring that more drivers be tested,” the Federal 
Register document states. See https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2019-12-27/html/2019-
28164.htm. 
 
We will continue to monitor this update and provide additional information as it is disseminated.    
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